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: Book Reviews

BOOK REVIEWS
The. Republic:
Conversations on Fundamentals, by Charles A. Beard. New York:
.
The Viking Press, 1943. $3.00
It is entirely credible that an earnest young physician and his wife might have
.made such a proposal as Professor Beard says his neighbors, the Robert Smyths,
made to him; and we can be sure that the alert and generous scholar of Hosannah
Hill would have accepted the proposal in good spirit. It is of little' concern to us
that the Friday evening discussions in which Beard and the two Smyths and an occasional visitor take such vigorous part are only imt;lginary discussions and that their
dialogue 'is used as a literary device for the presentation of the author's thoughts on
the nature and prospects of the American political system.
The. resulting volume in dialogue form appearing under the title of The Republic: Conversations on Fundamentals is intended for the instruction and enjoyment
of all those With a lively interest in public affairs who, like the Smyths, "have had
courses in history at college and still th~b over new books pn it occasionally." A
number· of the twenty-one chapte~ have recently appeared in Life Magazine for the
benefit of those too busy even to thumb over new books.
The Republic was not written to gratify our demand for quick and sure answers
to pressing questions of the day. Its proper claim to timeliness is that it breathes
. a staunch faith in the basic soundness of this nation's political development and
invites us to consider how often in the past the nation has faced uncertainties and
doubts no less grave than those we face today. Beard recalls .for us the undercurrent
of demand for a permanent military dic,tatorship in the uneasy days following the
American Revolution, and the temptations of the Civil War period to ignore constitutional restraints. For Beard, constitutionalism represents the highest type of
government, and the author insists upon an understanding not only of the meaning
of constitutional government in the light of our history but also of the requirements
necessary to its preservation. The best chapters are concerned with governmental
structure, the importance of which the author ~k~s care to stress. The glib and
facile Mr. aarton, a successful lawyer of the town, is introduced for the obvious
purpose of stumbling onto all the favorite booby traps of the theory of the separation of powers. Senator Tessell, full' of practical experience and cant, is Mr.
Beard's foil in a discussion of the sober responsibilities and untouched opportunities of Congress today. It goes without saying that the chapter on the judiciary is
incisive and skillfully presented; this is home ground for the author. Discussion of
administrative structure is regrettably scanty, and the reader is at a loss to. under216
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stand how this important and much debated fundamental of modem governmen~
could be dismissed without more thorough examination of personnel and ,procedures.
The strength and the weakness of this study stem from its informal presentation.
An inherel,lt shortcoming of the methoa is the sense of inconclusiveness it leav~
the sudden shifts of thought before the thesis has been fully developed. A caSe in
point: the reader who is not familiar with other of Beard's writings may wen feel
unsatisfied~th the author's consideration of'4cisic social forces. If "history is the
interplay of ideas and interests," whence came those ideas and by what roles do they
persist or change? But there can be, no doubt of the author's skill as a gifted teacher.
Professor Beard is at his best in the giye and take of a spir,ited hearthside seminar,
the atmosphere of which he so admirably reproduces for us. He builds his lessons
from the interests and preconceptions of his pupils and supplies the rare perspective
of a mature student of American origins and a keen observer. of contemporary public
affairs.

DAVID M. FRENCH

Triumph t;Jf T'T'eason~ by Pierre Cot; translated by Sybille and Milton Crane.
Chicago and New York: Ziff-Da"\Tis Publishing Company, 1944· $3.50.
"To my comrades of the Popular Front who will carry on to its goal the struggle
against Fascism and Hitlerism begun the sixth of February, 1934"-these are the
opening words of Pierre Cot's new book, Triumph of Treason.
The reader knows that he has here a book (in its excellent English translation)
entirely devoted to the grandeur of Cot's country and political ideal. Yet this, fasI cinating book is not entirely consecrated to politics. Cot, as Minister of Aviation of
the late French Third Republic,. is 9f course interested in defending his views and
his work; but one can feel, throughout~e book, that he is looking at more than
politics: he is interested in saving France and the world from Fascism.
The book is written on behalf of those whom the Vichy people attempted to try
at ,the Court of Riom in 1942 (a trial iIi which the accused men were first declared
guilty by Petain, then sent to jail, and finally tried by a court appointed especially by,
the government and judging with retroactive laws made up for this trial.)
Besides an answer to the Nazi accusations-if any was needed-the' book ,contains
valuable information concerning 'the French political life of the past twenty years.
Cot, one of the scapegoats of the Riom trial, is a socialist; he certainly has a wide
knowledge of the events that preceded the defeat of FGlDce; and thanks to very
strong personality he presents these events with life and detail. Yet one should
_remember that he left France in 1940 and was not present at the Riom trial. Being
free in this country, he refutes the shameful lies of Vichy, not only to exonerate
himself, but'to clear the memories of his friends who are dying today in Nazi ~ps.
Cot ~xplains the Popular Front, bom by the will of the people of France, sons
of the Revolution." It was principally a kind of New Deal, with a social, econonPc,
and military program to rejuvenate France. If it failed to succeed as it might have,
the fault lies in the s_tubbom capitalist conservatism ot the high finance, the General
Staff, the war induStries (Comite des Forges). Moreover it is sad to state that
through fear of communism, much of the French bourgeoisie and aristocracy preferred rather "Hitler than Leon Blum." If Blum can be blamed at all, it is only
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for his lack of energy to break the.:-;eactionary opposition to the will of the c<fmmon
people who had brought him to power. This opposition may be detected as far back
as the Dreyfus Case and up to the Cagoulard Plot. ,.
Cot's book throws the blame for the defeat more than ever on those reactionaries
who obstructed everything in order to bring France .to Facism: petain was Minister
of War from 19S4 to 19S6 and member of the War Council, Weygand was Chief of
the General Staff, Laval was Prime Minister.
According to Cot, the defeat of France had three causes: isolation (due mainly
to Laval's policy, the rupture of the French-Soviet Treaty, and the selling of Czechoslovakia to Hitler), military weakness, and dis~nity (the work of the Fifth Column).
Cot takes special care to study the question of the French aviation. (He was accused
at Riom of breaches in the fulfillment of his office as minister of aviation.) It is
always easy to blame the neighbor for one's ow~ mistakes, but it is certain that the
Staff and others were as guilty as Cot, if not more so, of the defeat of the aviation
arm. Besides it has been proved that in order to make easier the defeat of the
Republic, much war materiel, including planes, was never used by the l:rench high
command and French Fascist officers.
Cot says that he is a scapegoat but- no criminal and diat his answer is made
without hate or fear. He maintains that the Franco-German Nazis were bound to
adjourn the trial sine die because it came embarrassingly to prove more than anything else that the code of ethics of the International Fascists is that of traitors.
The reader will find the book a remarkable and extremely detaile<l report and a
striking, if not long, answer to the Vichy gang who' dared speak ini the name of
France. He will find once more that France "has lost a battle but has not lost the
war," as De Gaulle once said, and that France, who gave to the world; that spirit of
Liberty, Equality and Fraternity, is alive forever.
PHILIPPE

Reflections on the Revolution of Our Time, by Harold
Viking Press, 1'943, $3.50 •
.
I

J.

L.

MELVILLE

Laski. New York: The

"", "We have got to build an equal society in the next generation or we must abanl;lon the democratic experiment; that is the stark alternative before uS." This is the
-thesis of Reflections on the Revolution of Our Time volume, and Professor Laski
explores it more fully than any other analyst has done. There are dozens of subtheses, one of the principal ones, insistently reiterated, being that if this' "revolution
of our time," the institution of a planned, equal society, does not ensue "by consent," it will result from violence. Another of these principal sub-theses is that the
time to found this revolution is during the war, for "if it is difficult in war [to do
so], it is ten times more difficult in peace." As to the difficulty, most readers will
agree readily; most will likewise be disposed to lift a skeptical eyebrow at the notion
of a "revolution by consent," especially when the notion is set fonD by one who
calls himself a Marxist.
There are important truths in this book and much keen i!1sight into the present
and recent political circus. The predictions of the future are not so impressive.
Laski discusses well the fear that has, more than any other single factor, produced
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the present holocaust; he analyzes the Russian Revolution, the influence of the
Communist international, 'the class nature of Fascism, the historic roles of Churchill
and the British' Labour Party and of the New Deal, and the danger of counterrevolution. In Chapter VI, "The International Aspect," the author provides a sane
and practical basis for dealing with Germany after the war. Chap~er VIII, "Freedom
in a Planned Demociacy," evaluates that freedom; this is the key chapter in the
book, Laski's Sunday punch. It ought to be read by everyone concerned about
the future of avilization ;md the survival of democraq. The weakness of the argument here set forth, however, as has already been Pnplied, is Laski's supposition of
the possibility of. "revolution by consent." He lists what must be done-"The fundamental bases of economic power shall be in the hands of the community"; "The
state must own and centrol the land"; "There mus~ furt~er, be state. ownership
and control of transport, fuel and power"; and others-as easily as he might move
chessmen about on a board in the quiet and security of his own home. The argument assumes, with a somewhat painful naivete, that a majority 'of Englishmen, and
Americans, desire an extension of democracy into a planned, ordered, equalitarian
system, and that hence it can be~ achieved. Neither of these assumptions is by any
means true, at least in the United States. Comprehensive as is Mr. Laski's knowledge
of the material of world politics and penetrating as is. his analysis, his approach.,.
fatally, is that of the theoreti<;ian and his "solution" is almost without value.
Nearly all of Mr. Laski's readers will also wish that he might have said what
he has to say more succinctly.• True as it may be that few political scientists or
economists are masters of concision ,and brevity, there are some exceptions; Mr.
Laski is not one of them. His firsts, seconds, and thirds, often subdivide<;l, elaborated,
and, adorned with secondary and tertiary firsts, seconds, and thirds, become~'not
evidences of lucidity, but complexities and confusions, even to Mr. 4ski himself,
who more than once, having got himself intellectually by-passed, leaves an innocent
first unsupported by any second, to say nothing of a third. There are also annoying
mannerisms, such as the jargonistic parallelogram of forcesl repeated frequently
In every discussion of econoniics, and the over-earnest "I do not for one moment
argue," which with ~light variation begins some two dozen paragraphs throughout
the book.
The objections entered ~bove, strong as they are, do not negate the value of
.the book. If it were read widely enough, and by the right people, neither of which
conditions is likely te be fulfilled, there would be a marked growth in, political
intelligence in our country. One thing is certain, Mr. Laski has materially lessened
the task of' the "revisionists" who for many years now to come will be telling us
what caused th~,present conflict and what it was all about.
: C. V. WICKER,
c

1J Against the Oddsl by Edwin R.-Embree. New York: The Viking Press, 1944-

$2·75·

,

-1

Here, written by the president of the Julius Rosenwald Fund, are the lives of ~
thirteen Negroes, chosen by a, poll of two hundred people, colored and white, as
the outstanding living members of their group.
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They are a small selection, these thirteen, each of them one in a million, yet
even in so small a group can be. seen the amazing progress of a people who from
slavehood status less than a hundred years ago have so improved themselves that,
they are capable of producing these thirteen and hun~eds of others who would be
outstanding individuals in any society.
Out of his long association with. Negroes and a personal knowledge of each of
his subjects, Mr. Embree has been able to draw, without rancor or bitterness and
yet with a full consideration of the extra odds against the Negro, ~the portraits of
a few people whose energies and talents were so great that they have achieved recognition not only as outstanding Negroes, but also as outstanding Americans.
These are success stories in the best American tradition, stories, for the most
part, of poor boys and girls who made good against tremendous odds. They are
also a living refutation of the stupid but too widely held notion that all Negroes
are gay illiterates whose best service lies in toting. a bale or following a mule.
LYLE SAUNDERS

Race and Crime, by Willem Adriaan Bonger; translated from Dutch by Margaret
Mathews Hordyk. New York: Columbia
University Press, 1943. $1.50.
,
This posthumous publication of the work of a great DutCh criminologist serves
to highlight the sad state into which we have fallen-or better, perhaps, the sad
state from which we have never ascended-insofar as the. questi$ of race is concetned. A part of mankind, as Professor Bonger writes, has ·fa:llen back to the
primitive irrationality of the Middle Ages, and pettiness and lunacy now dominate
the whole subject.
.
It is a tragic commentary on the existing degree of enlightenment of mankind
that the talents of a gr.eat scholar should need to be used to demonstrate what any
idiot should be able to see at a glance: that there are no essential differences in
the quality of people which may be attributed to racial or ethnic characteristics;
that such differences as do exist are physical and superficial and have no bearing
whatsoever on the'intellectual, moral, or personal qualities ~f the individual; and
that, although people do differ in quality, such differences are between individuals
and cannot be generalized to apply to ethnic or racial groups.
Professor Bonger's study, scholarly and solidly buttressed with sound documentation, pursues an arrow-flight course to the obvious conclusion that there are no
correlations between race and crime which cannot be traced-at least on the basis
of our present knowledge-to social causes entirely outside the anthropological
concept of race.
The practical problem now lies in getting enough people to believe him.
LYLE SAUNDERS

Science Remakes Our World, by James Stokley. New York: Ivesl Washburn, I,nc.,
1942 • $3.50 •
It would be difficult> to find a book that could give the reader a more general
and more accurate survey of the new commercial products to be expected after
the war than "Science Remakes Our World." Such widely diverse subjects as vita-
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mins, sulfa drugs, ~dar, c~lor photography, and "splitting the atom" are to be
found in this book. The purpose of the author seems to have been to provide sufficient background for the general reader to u~derstand these and many other
applications of the"" research of the scientific laboratories and to discuss in what
forms they will serve the consunler.
The author shows remarkable and commendable restraint'~ He has been most
careful to point out the limitations of these new scientific ideas, and he haS seldom
allowed himself the luxury of predicting the future, but confines his discussion to
those products :which have been developed beyond the laboratory stage and have
reached commercial production or will
reach that stage immediately after the war.
,
This restraint will, perhaps, disappoint some readers, for the book is not sensational, except as one considers modem technology exciting.
Although Mr. Stokley has intended his book for the general reader, he could
not cover so many scientific fields and still retain complete lucidity. Some scientific
background will greatly increase one's appreciation of. Science ReJlakes Our World.
Mr. Stokley's book should be required reading for those postwar planners who
base their arguments on the pessimistic premise that with the loss of our geographical frontiers, we have lost the incentive for capitalism, and, consequently, must tum
to a "controlled economy."
LE RoY' GIBSON
"

The French Struggle lor the West Indies, z665-z7zJ, by Nellis M.
Columbia University Press, 1943. ,$4.00.

Crou~e.

New York:

From their discovery by Columb\1s to the present day, the islands fringing the
Caribbean have been pawns in the struggle of European nations for empire. Spain,
first on the scene, had the region pretty much to herself during most of the sixteenth
. century, but England, France, and Holland pressed her hevd there~fter. Eventually,
Spain's role became passive or defensive, as she sought to hold her early winnings.
The Dutch, too, were satisfied with a pacific policy, for they were primarily traders.
The English and French, however, in their long stntggle for supreInacy in
Europe, purs'!.ed a militant, aggressive course in the West Indies. This story, from
1665 to 1713, is told in this volume. It constitutes a remarkable record of incessant
intrigue, privateerinz, and military and naval operations, mainly in the Lesser Antilles but overflowing at times throughout the Caribbean. .In this region, both
nations had staked out claims to variouS bits of t~rritory in the previous half 'century, as told in Crouse's earlier volume, French Pioneers in the West Indies, z6!l4z664 (1940). Now came th~ fight fo~ supremacy.
.
Beginning with me activities of the French West Indian Company, founded in
166~ the narrativ~ traces the conflict over St. Christopher and neighboring islands,
fortune favoring now one, now the other cont~nder. It is a confused story, filled
with a multitude of detail, but the author has succeeded pretty well in making it
a connected narrative. The "Siege of Carthagena," in 1697, impressed this reviewer
as the best portion of the volume, though the .activities of Willoughby, W~er,
Du Casse, Iberville, and others are lold at length. Yet. the reader finishes the book
with a feeling of having been overburdened with such a maze of details and char-
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acters that it raises the question whether the story would not have profited by
further pru~ng.
.
It is very unfortunate that th~re is no map in the book, except De Pointis's
map of Carthagena. Most readers need guidance in following the tortuous trail
of the narrative.
There are footnotes and a brief bibliography, but both suggest that the author
relied mainly on°old standard histories, with le~ reference to more recent· monographic studies. The format is excellent, and the printing good, though a numberof typographical errors mar the pages.
G E 0 a. G E P. HAM M 0 N D

Germans in the Conquest of America: a Sixteenth Century Venture, by German
Arciniegas; translated by Angel Flores. New York: The Macmillan Company,
1943. $2.50.
The thesis that "the beginning of the coming of the Germans to America" dates
from the time Queen Isabella united her family to the Hapsburgs of the north,
is new and stimulating. With this initial statement concerning the opening of
the door "for the Hapsburgs to meddle in the affairs of the kingdom~" the participation of Germans in sixteenth century conquest of America is reviewed. Germans
were active not only in Venezuela where Charles I gave the WeIsers, Augsburg
1;>ankers, a grant for exploration and colonization, but Germans ;participated in
many expeditions, German °m"oney financed explorations, and German advisers
frequently dictated terms of contracts. Yet in spite of bankers and' favors, in spite
of agents and explorers from the Caribbean to La Plata, no major discovery of
wealth fell to the Germans and no monument of colonization is, theirs. Rather
the records show futile expeditions marked by enslavement of Indians, devastation,
and destruction. It is the Spaniard who conquered and colonized and Spanish
descendants who now inhabit the land. Ably presented, this book, with excellent
bibliography, is an interesting addition to the interpretation of I Latin-American
history.
DOROTHY WOODW ARD

The Gaucho, by Madaline Wallis Nichols. Durham, North Carolina: Duke. Univer.
sity Press, 1942. $3.00.
This is the most scholarly presentation of the gaucho and the gaucho class of
the Argentine pampas. The author traces the gaucho from his origin as cattle
thief and roustabout to his place of honor as frontiersman and loyal follower
of the local caudillo, concluding with his heritage in modem literature and art.
The discussion is clear, interesting, and well documented. An extensive, chlssified,
annotated biblography makes up the second half of the volume. 'T.oo much cannot
be said in appreciation of the careful, critical, analytical research that has gone
into this compilation; for the book is, indeed, a contribution to both the literary
and historical materials OD Argentina.
D 0 R. 0 THY Woo DWAR. D
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Inter-American Affairs, I94I: an Anf?~l Survey, No. I, edited by Arthur P. Whitaker. New York: Columbia University Press, 1942. $S.oo.
Inter-A.merican Affairs, I942: an Annual Survey, NO.2, edited by Arthur P. Whitaker. New York: Columbia University Press, 1943. $3.00.
Cultural Bases Of Hemispheric' Unders'tanding, Papers Read at a Conference on
Latin-American Culture _Sponsored by' the Institute of Latin-American Studies
of the University of TexaS. Austin: Institute of Latin-American Studies. The
University of Texas. 194~. No price indicated.

The Inter-American Affairs volu.nes are designed to fill a long-existing and
strongly-felt need by providing concise yet rather detailed summaries of developments in the inter-American field during each preceding year. Each of the'principal
chapters, dealing With politics and diplomacy, economics and finance, cultural
relations. and public health, social welfare, and labor, is written by a different
contributor, usually an expert. In the second volume, social welfare, labor legislation, and the inter-American health and sanitation program are treated separately
and somewhat more amply by three' different spe~alists. The editor,- besides
writing the section on politics and diplomacy, has also contributed the introduction
and some concluding pages entitled "Summary and Prospect." .Appendices contain
statistics on area and population, finance and investments, and international
trade. These data, most of them compiled by George Wythe, who also contributes
the excellent section on economics and finance, have bee!1 greatly amplified in
the second volume, and 'this expansion is all to the good. It would be desirable
to add in the next volume even more data on recent developments, particularly
in demography and education, if the present conditions and the often inadequate
Latin-Ameri~n statistical services should make amplification feasible.
Both volUIpes contain a list of chief executives .and foreign ministers of each
of the American countries, an inter-American chronology for the preceding year,
a detailed index, and highly selective bibliographies. In the second volume another ,
improvement is introduced in that Canada is treated separately and by special
contributors, at least in the sections dealing with politics and economics.
These annual surveys, which, it is hoped, will be continued, are likely to prove
indispensable' for the study of current developments in the inter-American field,
developments which are becoming every day more complex and manifold.
~he lit,tIe volume Cultural' Bases of Hemispheric Unde!standing contain~ the
texts of addresses on rather varied subjects. Charles A., ThJmson speaks on "The
Cultural Bases of Inter-American Solidarity"; Justino Fernandez gives a somewhat
~ompressed survey of the :volution of Mexican °art; Julio Jimenez Rueda points
some "Contributions and Significant Features of Latin-American Literature";
Pablo Max Ynsfran comments on certain factors which until recently have handicapped a full understanding between Anglo and Latin America but seems overoptimistic when' he believes that' "with a rational program of exploitation and
commerce, we, would not have to look' for anything outside the Hemisphere"
(p. 67); Federico de Onis draws some very interesting parallels between "Spain
and the Southwest," in the course of which he expresses the conviction that the
essence of Hispanic civilization and its future development seem today more safe-
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guarded in certain parts of Hispanic America than in Spain; and Wendell C.
Gordon adds a few remarks on inter-American economic relations. The addresses
delivered in Spanish are printed in both the original and English translation.
Most of the contributions could perhaps have been made more valuable to the
reader by rounding out the original: text in order to provide a somewhat more
ample and satisfactory treatment of certain aspects and more adequate biblioRIC H A R D ,F. BE H R END T
graphical and statistical documentation.
Mexico Speaks~ by Gui'do Rosa. New York: The John Day'Coinp~ny, 1944. $3.08.
DoctorD. in Mexico1 by Olive Floyd. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1944. $3.50.

Intelligent readers of this country must have been distressed of 'late at the quality
of books that have appeared about Mexico. Shallow and almost indifferent to their
subject, ~any of them were obviously born as a result of the book-publishing lust
of their authors rather than as the embodiment of profound conviction or genuine
interest in the Mexican·people. In contrast, Mexico Speaks1 by Guido Rosa, is both
refreshing and ~tartling. Imagine a book by a North American who actually considers
the little people of Mexico more important than that country's scenic beautyl It
seems incr~~ible, but here it is.
The most outstanding characteristic of Mr. Rosa's charming book is his acceptance of the Mexicans as they are; the most remarkable thing about his technique
for gathering material is the fact that he listens. Through Juan, efficient and unpredictable chauffeur and Man Friday, Mr. Rosa has an entree into the lowliest
society of Mexico. When his thirty-two-dollar Chevrolet deposits him in an outof-the-way place, he moves, camera ready and ears open, ~oJlg adobe-makers,
farmers, innkeepers, and country schoolteachers. The result is that Mexico literally
speaks to him on every subject in the poetic proverbs that gem that musical language.
As he 'watches a withered grandmother playing with a tiny child, the author
hears a laborer observe, "The beginning and the end reach out ~eir hands to each
other." "The morning hour has gold in its mouth," says a peasant woman, describing the dawn. A peanut vender muses, "Our days in this earth are sometimes like
.a song that is broken off. Why should we not enjoy a little?" Bitter experience
speaks in the words of a taxidriver, "The rich have only one eye. They keep the
other in the pocketbook." In the same picturesque idiom, Mr. Rosa found people
expressing a growing social consciousness and a realization of injustices, coupled
with faith In education and the ballot as means of improving conditions. "With
one thing and another," says a man on the street, "life has grown to an edge so
sharp that one cuts himself upon it every day." "Schools can do so much," remarks
a village apgtheeary, "because to know is to see. And now the schools come." A
young country man tells the author, "I wish you to know that'we peasants are,now
saying our little part about the way we shall be governed. . .. }. do not mean by
this that I expect to be. rich next year. That is not the importimt matter. The
great thing is to see this change from the time of our fathers." And so it goes on.
In this simple and heart-warming book, Mexico speaks through two mediums, its
own poetic language and the photographs Mr. Rosa snapped while he listened.
In contrast with this book, Olive Floyd's Doctora in Mexico speaks with a foreign
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accent. Unfortunately, its; plushy overwriting and involved structure obscure a
I story of great intrinsic interest, the story of the devotion of Dr. Katherine Nee1 Dale,
a medical missionary of the Associate J3..eformed Presbyterian Church, to the poor
and suffering of Ciudad del Maiz, Rio Verde, and Tamazunchale. Read noctora
in Mexico for a picture of 'our North American spirit of philanthropy at work in
that country. Read Mexico Speaks for an understanding of why that spirit does
not always achieve. the goals it sets itself.
THE L MAC AMP BEL L

Behind the Lines in the Southern Confederacy, by Charles W. Ramsdell; edited with
a foreword by Wendell H. Stephenson. Baton Rouge, Louisiana: Louisiana
.
State University Press, 1944. $2.00.
The Plain People of the Confe4eracy, byBeU Irvin Wiley. Baton Rouge, Louisiana:
Louisiana State .University Press: 1943. $1.50.
George Fitzhugh, Propagandist of the Old South, by Harvey Wish. Baton Rouge,
Louisiana: Louisiana State University Press, 1943. $3.00.
William Preston Johnston: a Transitional Figure of the Confederacy, by Arthur
Marvin Shaw. Baton Rouge, Louisiana: ~uisiana State University Press, 1943.
$3.00.
We have here four volumes on the South in the period between 1850 and 1900.
RamsdeU's and Wiley's two histories, originally given as Fleming Lectures at Louisiana State University, deal with the'Civil War from the standpoint of the common
folk on the home front and in the Confederate army. They emphas~ze the difficulty
of obtaining adequate supplies of medicin.e, salt, and food, and the failure of the
government to prevent inflation and high prices. Soldiers' wives found it impossible
to live on the $11 a 'month their husbands received, and the relief offered by the
states proved inadequate. Much resentment was caused by profiteering, by the
impressment of private property by the ,government, and by the exemption from
conscription of one man for every twenty slaves on a plantation. People lost the
will to ·fight. Soldiers frequently deserted to go to the aid of their faIDilies, while
civilians-women included-traded with. the enemy. In 1864-65 Lee's army was fed
with bacon brought from New York by way of the North Carolina coast. Usucilly,
however, the traffic contributed to disloyalty rather than to the war effort.
Ramsdell and Wiley overlap somewhat since tlle former seeks to explain the
collapse of the Confederacy; the latter, the effect of the war oil "The' Folk at
Home:' Ramsdell points out that the South built up an efficient military machine.
but failed to solve the economic problems involved in a long war waged by' an
agricultural society, accustomed to laissez taire. Southern leaders lacked training
. in finance and transportation and failed to realize their importance. With intelligent planning~ the railroads might.have stood up better,J~ut the finances were hopeless. The author does not dwell on the industrial w'eaKness of the Sou,th, since it
has been adequately discussed by others. He think& that the conBict over states'
rights h;;lS be«;n overempnasized, and that the state governments asserted themselves
far more in loyally assisting the Confederate government than in thwarting it. He
pictures Gbvernor Vance of North Carolina, not as a thorn in the side of Jeff Davis.
but as the confidant 'Of the common people in their distress.
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In his chapters on "The Common Soldiers" and "The Colored Folk," Wiley
gives the cream of two studies published previously. He describes the Southern
soldiers as uneducated rustics who yearned for homecooking and preferred liquor
and fun to discipline, but who were good fighters on the whole. The last chapter
describes the effect of the war on the daily lives of the Negroes. The author demolishes the old idea that the slaves remained content with their condiition. Apparently
the little Virgi¢a girl playing at being a lady in 1862 was more re~listic than many
who have written about the South. When asked how she was, she: replied: "I don't
feel very well this morning. All my niggers have run away and l¢ft me."
The two biographies present a considerable contrast: Harvey Wish's life of
George Fitzhugh is largely exposition, while Arthur Shaw's Williq.m Preston Johnston is a narrative. Fitzhugh was a rural Virginian who occasionally travelled as
far as Richmond or Washington; Johnston was born in Louisville and lived for
years in that city, in New York and New Orleans. He also visited Canada and
Europe. The Virginian secured his education from a "field school" and his own
reading; the Kentuckian graduated with distinction from Yale and kept up contacts
with classmates after the war. Both practiced law, but gained fame through literary
work. Fitzhugh helped to elaborate the extreme Southern -philOsophy that made
compromise impossible and war inevitable. Johnston did his part in rebuilding
the South in the postwar period. Fitzhugh showed little intellectlilal independence;
Johnston braved 'a conservative society to champion Populist reforms.
Fitzhugh held a brief for order versus liberty. He was a good Nazi who believed
that the master race should govern while inferior races did the drudgery of the
world. Starting wi~ Carlyle's idea that emandpation had ruined the prosperity
of the West Indies, he developed the thesis that free society had failed and that
the slaves of the South were better off than free laborers in a competitive society.
He based his comparison upon an intimate knowledge of one society and profound
ignorance of the other. In 1855 he debated with Wendell Phillips in New Haven,
experiencing a fieedom of speech unknown to the South and seeiJ1lg the comfortable
homes of mechanics and day laborers. Yet he continued to writ¢ of the failure of
free society. He also visited Gerrit Smith and corresponded with Garrison, but
seems to have been immune to their Ideas. Fitzhugh was weak in economics and
was a propagandist rather than a thinker. He becauie one of the founders of the
new science of sociology and was r~cognized as one of the leading spokesmen. for
his section. When Northern publicists wisned to illustrate the point of view of the
South, they almost invariably quoted from his books or articles.. Lincoln borrowed
from Fitzhugh the idea that America could not endure, half s.ave and half free,
although he reversed the conclusion. Garrison called the Virginian the "Don
Quixote of Slavedom." Wish first became interested in his ~ubject through the
lectures of William E. Dodd at the University of Chicago. He 'has added a great
deal to our knowledge of the man and his writings, and of the reception of his
work in both the North and the South.
William Preston Johnston was a Southern soldier w~o made a notable contribution as an educator during the postwar period. The son of the distinguished Albert
Sidney Johnston, the Kentuckian served on the staff of J effersoll Davis during the
war and later taught at Washington College under Lee. Th~ publicati.on of a
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biography of his father won him recognition as a writer and led to his becoming
president of Louisiana State College in 1880. It was, however, as president of
Tulane during its first ,fifteen years thae'Colonel Johnston rendered his chief service
.
,as an educational leadel in the SO?th.
The two histories popularize the results of the research of their authors and of
other recent writers. The two biographies present the most complete and scholarly
treatment of their subjects available. Both are weU-documented. All four books .
evidenc€ the real finds research men are making in Southern history and the excellent work the Louisiana State University Press is doing. They are all well written, ;,
and each has a timeliness of its own. The book by Ramsdell has an excellent foreword on the author and his method of work, prepared bY.:wendell H. Stephenson.
Wiley will probably make the strongest appeal to the general reader. Every teacher
who stresses the history of the South will feel that he must have all four-for his
MAR ION DAR G A N
own profit and enjoyment and for that of his students.

'\

George W~ Littlefield~ Texan~ by J. Evetts Haley; drawings by Harold D. Bugbee.
.
Norman, Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press, 1943. $3.00.
Roundup Time: a Collection of Southwestern Writing~ edited by George SeSsions
Perry. New York and London: Whittlesey House, 1943. $3.00.
Hackberry Cavalier~ by George Sessions Perry. New York:' The Viking Press, 1944.
$2.50 •
The three books listed above attest the vitalitY ~f Southwestern prose. Geqrge
W. Littlefield, Texan is a historically sound yet vigorous biography; Roundup Time
is a lively anthology; Hackberry Cavalier is broad comedy.
George W. Littlefi~ld~ Texan is a worthy addition to the distinguished full-size
portraits: of men of importance of the S,outhwest. This new biography takes its
place beside Stanley Vestal's Kit Carson, M~rquis James' The Raven: a Life Story
of Sam Houston, Eugene C. Barker's Life of Stephij:n F. Austin~ J. Frank Dobie's
A Vaquero of the Brush Country~ and Evetts Haley's earlier biography, Charles
Goodnight.
.
.
A biography of George W. Littlefield, soldier, cowman, banker, philanthrQpist,
has heen long overdue. Evetts Haley was the ideal man for the task. He had done
his spadework in the period and in ,much. of the locale for Ius biography of Goodnight and his lustoryof the XlT Ranch, and he is' himself a ranchman. Furthermore
he knows Austin. and the ramifications of Littlefield~s connection with Texas University, Texas politics and banking.
Mter a somewhat slow start dealing' with the settling of the family in Texas
and episodes of the Civil War, the book comes fully to life wh~n George Littlefield
acquires a herd of cattle and starts a long ~ve' to Abilene, Kansas. From then 011
the author combines a scrupulous respect for facts with vivid writing. Life on the
tiT and LFD ranches in Texas and New Mexico is recounted with realistic detail.
The Austin chapters recreate with a sense of suspense the bitter conDict between
Governor Jim Ferguson and the University, and llegent Littlefield's part in this
feud, and concludes with his large gift,,·to the University.
Throughout the.biography there ~ an emphasis upon the paternalism of Little-
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field, himself childless, and hili continued interest in education. Twenty-nine nieces
and nephews he sent to colleges from firS!;; to last. Mr. Haley says, "... the ha,nkers
spoke of him as a cowman; the cowmen referred to him as a banker-both thereby
conferring unintended compliments. For, as a successful man either in a Yorktown
saddle on the Texas range or, as Will Hogg put it, in his 'saffron cage' on Congress
Avenue, he burned his brands so deep that even those who :r:an might read." It
may be, though, that even more permanent than this influence on ranching and
banking wjll be the influence of George W. Littlefield on educa#on in the Southwest, through his generous and for th.e most part intelligent grants to the Un~versity
of Texas.
Roundup Time: a Collection of Southwestern Writing is 384 pages of prose,
ably edited by novelist George Sessions Perry, "the prose writing," he says, "which
I happen to like ... and do honestly and joyfully commend to your attention."
The material is chosen from short stories, novels, biographies, ~d criticism. The
introduction and biographical headnotes make choice reading.
Many of the names are the well-established ones that no anthologist could
omit: Conrad Richter, George Milburn, Katherine Anne Por~er, Paul Horgan,
Stanley Vestal, O. Henry, John W. Thomason Jr., Oliver La Farge, Marquis James,
J. Frank Dobie, Walter Prescott Webb among others. Of the several names unfamiliar to this reviewer is that of Jack Weadock with his first-tate story, "A Pair
of Red-Topped Boots." There are a number of obvious omissions if the book
had claimed to be representative of Southwestern prose, which it does not: Mary
Austin, Willa Cather, Frank Applegate, Laura Krey, J. C. Duval, among the most
noticeable. For some of these I could spare a lot of the lesser fry included. But
every anthologist to his own taste.
.
The twenty pages of critical writing are, with one exception, from the Southwest
issue of the Saturday Review of Literature (May 16, 1942). The writers are all well
established, critics in the region-Joseph A. Brandt of Oklahoma; John William
Rogers, Henry Nash Smith, and R~becca "V. Smith of Texas.. New Mexico and
Arizona are omitted.
Q
'The book is heavily loaded with Texas material-twenty-two 'of the thirty-three
selections from this one of the four states represented. 'So broad are the landl of
these Southwestern states that it seems always difficult for any, native to see much
beyond the borders of his own state when he thinks of the Southwest.
Although Roundup Time fails to open the gates to some writers that this reo
viewer thinks belong in the corral and lets a few mavericks slip in, the collection
is robust and on the whole good reading. The book is pleasant to look at and
to handle.
However Ge<?rge Sessions Perry ranks as a critic, as a writer of stories, fact and
fiction, he is a genius. He came into popular notice with a beautiful,' heart-warmin~
novel Hold Autumn in Your Hand, winner of the National Booksellers' award fOJ
1941. Hackberry Cavalier is of the same Texas bottom lands and some of the samt
people. The stories are loosely strung together by Edgar Selfridge, ·the cavalier
who plays a role in most, and is merely the listener in others. All are delicioUl
humor of the Am,erican tall-tale variety, recounted with' an easy drawl. It is difficull
to single out stories. "May the Dew Be Heavy" is one of the choicest, telling the
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unique courting of Obie Terry and'Miss July, who both loved dogs and decided
to marry and raise pups. "Sweet Is the Flavor of Justice" is a broad tale of how
Gran'pappy, who "hadn't been plum sober for the last few generations," was saved
from the sizzling chair by the ingenuity of Edgar and a skunk-scented horse blanket.
The carryings-on of Granny Tucker, who ,has 'bee~ needing a good switching since
she first came to live with her grandson Sam in Hold Autumn in Your Hand,
supply two of the most amusing stories.,
George Sessions Perry as a spinner of humorous yams is a worthy successor to
John Crittenden Duval and Mark, Twain. I venture he is cheering the AmeriCan
soldiers with his tales wherever he goes as a war correspondent, his present role
after being turned down by the army.
Whoever bemoans that ~erican literature has turned ~ effete and pessimistic
should read these three recent Southwestern books, each filled with human benevoM ABE L M A J 0 R
lence and a zest for living.

From Cave Dwelling to Mount Olympus,by Edgar L. Hewett. Albuquerque: The
University of New Mexico Press, 1943. $1.50'
Meet Mr. Grizzly: a Saga on the Passing ,of the Grizzly, by Montague Stevens. Albuquerque: The University of New, Mexico Press, 1943. $3.50'
Dissimilar in format and content, both of these volumes draw practical wisdqm
from observations of life, the first from the ways of men, the second from the habits
of animals. 'Both authors spent much of their mature life in the out-of-doors. This
life tinges their outlook and fashions their philosophy. Although not profound,
the wisdom they set down in ~uent English is applicable to everyday living.
Dr. Hewett's booklet, the second in a series which is to present "Man in the
Pageant of the Ages," endeavors to answer the eternal query "What Is Man?" with
"Man [is] the only being that has power to evolve by~lf-volition; the only creature
that has conqol over both heredity and environment." He follows up this dogma
,with the assertion thilt man thus far has exercised this, power largely to his own
harm and destruction. With kindly cynicism, and here,;:md there with scathing
irony, he wields the scalpel of his e~dition in dissecting The follies of the present
and past ages. He t4en turns to a lively dissertation on the better ways of life as
set forth in addresse$ and lectures given by him on special occasions under such
titles as "The Quest for Freedom," "Liberty's Landmarks," "A Science of Man and
a Science of Education," "The Social Sciences in Higher Education," and "The
Place of Research," an hour's pleasant reading, much simpler than one would
conclude from the mere scanning of titles and subtitles.
Quite different in tempo and purpose is the smooth-flowing narrative of Montague Stevens. It is certain to delight every lover of adventure and of sportsmanship.
Mainly concerned with authoritative,information on the habits of the gri~ly bear,
it also strays incidentally into descriptions of bronco-busting, the training of. dogs,
the breaking of mules and burros, trailing lost sheep, and observations of m31nkind
from an angle different from that presented by Dr. Hewett, but reaching similar
conclusions about human cussedness an,d.human virtue. Stevens, a Bri,'Sh Univer,sity
man, born in India, the son of an' English general, came to the Unit States and
:'\-
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settled on a ranch in the Datil Mountains .in western New Mexico more than'sixty
years ago. He lost his left arm in a hunting accident early in his Western career.
Nevertheless, his life continued one of thrilling adventure in which he disproved
popular fallacies about the habits of wild life, especially those of the grizzly bear.
Like Dr. Hewett, he met and made friends with the great of the earth, among
these Theodore Roosevelt. He went hunting with Frederic Remington, General
Miles, and others of equal fame and standing. Dog fanciers will read with more
than ordinary" interest about his methods of training hunting dogs; to cowboys,
his experience of breaking outlaw horses successfully, with machine rather than
by professionals, will come as a revelation. The author's philosophy is summarized:
"It can be realized how easily false conclusions ,may be drawn from an' premises,
, .whether true or false, and this applies not only to bear hunting, but so to our
everyday experience."
The typography, lay-out, preSl) work, and binding of both volumes mai ·n the
. excellent standard set by' the University Press in previous publicatio s. The
illustrations in the Stevens book, all from photographs of bear and d , add a
lively touch to what is one of the most interesting books on wild'life to h ve been
published in recent years.
P A U LA. F. W A L T E R, SR.

Indians Abroad: I493-I938"; by Caroline Thomas Foreman. Norman, Oklahoma:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1943. $3.00.
€I

Indians Abroad is a series of accounts dealing with visits, both optional and
enforced, of American Indians to various parts of the .New and Old World. Selections are arranged in• chronological sequence covering 8the period from the fifteenth
. century to the pres_ent. Although most Indian groups discussed fall within the
present-day limits of the United States, representatives from- other areas are included~
The work is predominantly historical and contains a minimum of anthropological material. Many familiar figures of history, both white and Indian,- are wen
represented: Catlin, Cody, Pocahontas, Samson Occom, Joseph Brant. The material
is well documented and the work contains a bibliography of interest to the researcher. The book is, however, disappointing. Its content is often thin or irrelevant, and the reader is given the impression that it was manufactured from
miscellany left over from more serious studies. It is pleasant _rather than serious
reading, though even this feature is marred by a lack of continuity where unrelated
quotations are strung together and the reader is plunged from theme to theme
without benefit of introduction.
.
Several by-products of Indians, Abroad deserve .particular mention. It is a good
documentary account of the beginnings and continued exploitation of native peoples. In it can be seen the origin and development of much ,of the modem European and American mr.tho1ogy and misconception concerni,ng Indians. Though
small consolation, it is interesting to note that the counterpart of the modem
Southwestern "yeamer" existed in Europe at a much earlier date.
Abundant documentary and source materials present adequately, without an}
comment from the author, an excellent commentary upon the culture of eighteenth·
century Europe and give sidelights upon the scope and perspecJives of European
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life and culture of that time. To many readers, these ~aterials may prove disquieting, since they show.how recent is the emergence of present-day European culture
, from backgrounds inferior or barely comparable to those which we have often
looked upon and sometimes still 100Ie upon as p!imitive and even savage. ~
W. W. HILL
<

The North American indian Today, edited by C. T. Loram and T. F. McIlwi'aith.
" Toronto, Canada: The University of Toronto Press, 1943. $3.00.
,The North Am~rican Indian Today is a cODlpanion volume to The Cha~ging
Indian (edited by Oliver La Farge, University of Oklahoma Press, 1942) and deals
with historical and current problems and advances in the field of Indian administration and rehabilitation. As in The Changing Indian, the articles run the gamut
from excellent expositions to pointless dri\'el.
The volume was inspired by a joint seminar conference under the, auspices of
the University of Toronto and Yale University held in Toronto in September, 1939.
The contributors are heterogeneous in background ana training and include professional anthropologists, historians, officials from the' United States and Canadian
Offices of Indian Affair,s, Protestant and Catholic missionaries, representatives from
various associations and foundations for the betterment of Indian conditions. This
heterogeneity is reflected in the contents which consist of sections on Indian life,
European contacts, ryissionary efforts, Indian and govermnent relations, economic,
land, health, education, law, and race problems.
'
In the space allowed it is impossible to do more than mention a few seiections
which in the judgment of the reyiewer are outstanding in that they embody practical
results in their fields. The first of these is "The Role of the Trader in Indian
Affairs," by R. H. Bonnycastle of .the Hudson's Bay Company. It comprises a
, good statement of the joipt difficulties faced by Indian and trader, particularly i;n
the realm of conservation of na~ural resources. Ip this field the Hudson's Bay
Company has in certain areas, with the co-operation of the Indians, succeeded in
rehabilitating and conserving these resources with profit to all concerned.
Two articles in the missionary field deserve special comment: "Roman Catholic
Missions in Canada," by Brother Memorian, and "Protestant Missions to the
Indians in the United States," by Mark A. Dawber. Both include excellent suggestions and criticisms on missionary Qrganization, efforts, and personnel. They
should be digested by all Indian Sernce officials, educators, and others wishing to
promulgate, programs among Indians.
Although the volume as a whole' is spotty, it contains much informatipn on
acculturation valuable to students in that field.
W. W. H ILL
Prairie City: the Story of an American Community, by Angie Deboo New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, 1944. $3.00.'
Here, is the story of the development of a typical Oklahoma town from its
founding in 1889 to 1943. It is a community. study of a part of the miracle that
is Amerita: in this fifty-four-year period a virgin prairie has been settled, 'a whole
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communlty of people has been brought to life and run the gamut of human experience. "Prairie City," an Oklahoma "Middletown," exists nowhere and everywhere; rather than an actual community it is a composite of Oklahoma settlements.
In its portrayal covering twenty-six chapters and 245 pages the author has succeeded in compressing the whole epic sweep of American history into the lifetime
of these pioneers and in producing a book that tends to renew our faith iru
American ideals and institutions.
In this little volume the author presents one of the most compact and complete
studies of community life now extant. Emphasis throughout is on customs and
culture practices, that are of. universal significance. Several stages or cycles may
be noted in the growth of this community. Included among these are the frontier
stage of settlement, land-boom period, expansion of agriculture, oil-boom stage,
and later agricultural development. But from beginning to end, in descriptions
of human living in periods of prosperity or depression, the author never falters in
her narrative of the settlers who felt "they were conferring a benefit upon their
country by establishing a new cOJpmonwealth." After the elemental requirements of
food, shelter, and clothing were attended to, it was this spirit of independenc.e
that was the incentive in the creation of their institutional order. Thus the author
makes a contribution to the history of the ~erican spirit in giving us the story
of a people in whose experience the democratic process is a necessary course of
action rather than an abstraction. It was a democratic process based on an almost
literal equality of economic opportunity which expressed itself in the political
institutions they established to carry out the collective will and in the energy and
spontaneous democracy of their social life.
Prairie City is a real contribution to Americana in that it provides further
insight into community life as exemplified by representative members of Oklahoma
society. The author presents a description of community development with emphasis upon the folkways and mores along with an interpretation of tile significance
of this intimate community as an integral part of the wider community of America
and the world. It is a book the reader will be more inclined to admiI:e than pick
over for possible flaws. It is written in good style, evidences good judgment, and
not the least of its virtues is that it is amusing and that its author has a sense of
A. A. R 0 G E R. S
humor.

The Magic of Limping John, by Frank Goodwyn. New York: Farrar and Rinehart,
Inc., 1944. $2.50 •
This first novel will be read for what it tells about a forgotten people of the
Americas, as well as for its literary merit.
Who are these people?
They eire .Texas people, the first settlers of the mighty state, and the least
known. If you draw a circle around San Antonio, Corpus Christi, Browns~lle,
and Laredo, you have a Texas that had thriving ranches before Stephen F. Austin
(thought by some to have fathered Texas) was born. Here, in the universal brush,
little changed by time at the beginning of this century, was the ranching settlement
Goodwyn writes about.
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"Driven froin. home by the cold light of Civilization and the puffing of strange
machines, the gods of the world found refuge at Los Puentes," The dwellers there
come to life under the>magic of Frank Goodwyn. It is not enough to say-he knows
his people; it would be more accurate to say he is one of them. It was in these
mesquite, huisache, and ebony thickets that Goodwyn grew up. For· months at a
time he lived around campfires a~d on horseback without speaking a-word of
English or seeing his mother.
The simple and beautiful language of his characters is the best turning into
English of the idiom of the Texas paisano 1 have ever seeD:. Hudson is the only
other writer of English I know who has caught to perfection the flavor of Spanish;
and his childhood, like Goodwyn's, evolved among people of Spanish' speech. The
whole book, in fact, has the "spell of autobiography-the horse catching, the superstitions, the relatioJls and philosophy of Los Puentes. 'I'he witch doctor or faith
healer .(curandero), whose power is unquestionable for the people of Los Puentes,
has his counterpart even today.
The tale begins with Limping John Luna, a fiddler :who drinks tequila and
says, "Here we silt, you and I, drinking bottle after bottle, while the, gringos of
the North work hard and grow rich with their many machines," All, around is
the'Texas border brush where "Only the sun is generous. _'Only the-heat is plentiful." Action moves steadily through the fiddler's world of folk mentalities and
the strange way by which little things make a pattern tliat causes his people to
think him supernatural. The tale ends with Limping John staring at his broken
fiddle and wondering why/being supernatural, he cannot put it together.
The Magic of Limping, John is more than folklore. It is a study of a man
who thinks he makes his own decisions and never learns, as the reader does, that
they are made .for him by what people think. The novel reaches out toward· a
fundamental truth that concerns us in all places and exists in all great literature,
whether writt,en by a Hardy, a Conrad or a Dostoyevsky: the question of man's fate.
What of the fate of the Los Puentes folk under different circumstances? Goodwyn puts seed for thought in the mouth of Padre Ignacio, the literate man of his
brush country conununity. The Padre, before he dies, askS Limping John to take
care of the people: ~'They are good people, Limping John. Look at Dona Carmel
with his pigs of clay. What do you think she would do if she had marble, a chisel,
and a little help. from the world? Someday there will be schools for all people of
all talents, where men and boys with minds like Don Luciano Longoria's. and EI
Guero Kolote's caD. give bodies to their dreams. Until then, we must do the best
we can."
Los Puentes Femains deep in the South Texas brush; but the sons, the daughters, _
the cOllsins and brothers of 'the folk are scattered throughout our Southwest. They
live at the edge of ten .thousand towns in houses made of packing boxes and scraps
of tin. They gathered the fruit you 'had lor breakfast. They fan out from South
Texas and move northward with the season, picking the cotton you wear 'on your
back and the beets that sugared your coffee. They were at B~taan, Guadalcanal,
Tarawa, Saipan, Salerno, and Normandy. If any of them read Frank Goodwyn's
book, they' will understan,d the padre's' words better than anyone else.
TOM SUTHERLAND
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The Life and Death of Little Jo, by Robert Bright. Garden City,. New York: Doubleday, Doran and Company, Inc., 1944. $2.00.
Crazy Weather, by Charles L. McNichols. New York: The Macmillan Company,
1944. $2.00.
Duel in the Sun, by Niven Busch. New York: 'Villiarii Morrow and Company, 1944.
$2·5°'
The Sun Shines West, by Nathan Schachner. New York and London: D. AppletonCentury Company, Inc., 1943. $3.00.
:>

We call it "The Southwest" as if it were a geographical, social, a.nd political
unit Actually, as every Southwesterner k,nows, it is a vast kaleidoscope of variations
in. physical features, ways of life, spiritual values, and even inhabiting' races. It
is not surprising, then, to find among me books named above such a variety of
setting and characters that they seem on first examination to be dissimilar in every
respect. And yet, by their very divergence, they express a fundamental unity. Its
variations are the Southwest, and each of these books depicts one facet of that
many-sided life. Furthermore, the one common denominator underlying these
differences is the still-existent struggle between the old and the new, between the
dominant Anglo civilization and the minority groups established there, between
the free traditions .of ranching days and the restrictions of wire fences and railroad
lines. It is the expression of this fundamental theme, each within its own setting,
that stamps at least three of these books as authentically Southwestern.
Robert Bright's moving novel, The Life and Death of Little Jo deals with this
conflict among the Latin Americans in the Southwest. In a style admirably suited
to his subject-gentle, unhurried, with an undertone of sadness-the author introduces us to a Spanish-speaking village separated fr9m the nearest town by twenty
rpiles of bad road and by two hundred years of national_ development. So complete
is· their isolation that the people know nothing of the war until the draft law is
passed and it becomes necessary for Rafael, the storekeeper who controls his people
by a system of peonage, to explain why their young men must leave the village.
for the army. Even in this remote spot, however, the old conflict flares up to center
about the figure of Little Jo. Mter his mother's death, he is taken in by his aunt
Luz who represents the worst results of the Mexican temperament striving to
assimilate Anglo ideals. In spite of her efforts and the temptation of Lupita, sensuous daughter of Rafael, Little Jo remains faithful to the traditions of his own
people. But the triumph of the old ways is brief. Little Jo goes away to his death
on Bataan, fighting for a world which has given him nothing and of which he
was never a part. ._
Crazy Weather, by Charles L. McNichols, has its setting on the Fort Mojave
Indian Reservation in the valley of the Colorado River. It takes its title from a
weather phenomenon peculiar to this valley, a steaming heat that occasionally
drifts up from the Gulf of California to lie for a few smothering days over the
desert country. Anything may happen during this "crazy weather," and it serves
in Mr. McNichols' book to focus in the mind of a rancher's son the struggle between the Indian and the white way of life. South Boy, who has never been out
of the Indian country, is steeped in its culture and its lore. Moved by fear of
being sent away to a white school, he runs away and wanders with an Indian
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friend for four breathless days through the Mojave country, affording the author
an opportunity to display his detailed and authentic knowledge of these indians.
At the end of thatfime, South Boy has solved his problem. He returns hom~ still
determined to avo~d school if it is humanly possible but realizing that his is the
heritage of the white race.
"
,
Duel in the Sun is based on an incident that occurred on the Staked Plains in'
the 1880'S, a famous trial of a girl involved in a train robbery. From this event,
. Niven Busch has constructed a gripping story of the great cattle kingdoms, a, story
which expresses the, feel of those 'limitless prairies more perfectly than any this
reviewer has ever seen. Although the primary plot is the trial, with its preceding
and resulting events, the conflict between' the old and the new is again the background of the entire action. This time it centers on the effect of the railroad on
the people of the cattle country.. Jubal Crabbe, a colorful plains preacher known
as Sinkiller, is the author's mQ,uthpiece for the expression of this theme. "What
are we goin' to say fer this pore sinnert" Jubal demanded in his oration at the
funeral of Lewt McCandless, train robber. "What're we goin' to plead to, goose
him through them Pearly Gates? I'll tell you what we'll say fer hiin. Folks, this
yere deceased lived in a hard time. . . . We had new ways of livin' shoved at us
that made. some people rich and o$ers plumb cant.ankerous and others tight and
grabby with a dollar. An' so!1e like Lewt here in the box it got mixed up an'
crazy till they got too free with a shootin' iron."
In the opinion of this reviewer, The Sun Shines West, by Nathan Schachner,
is the least interesting of these four books. Perhaps it is not fair to compare them,
for it lies outside the r~alm of the Southwest as we have set,it up.~It is the story
of the clash of the Northern and Southern interests in Kansas in the days following
the passage of the Kansas-Ne.braska Bill and has as its climax the burning and
looting of LaWlTence by the Mis~urians. Based on, excellent historical research
and study of valuable primary materials, the book falls, nevertheless, into common
fault of historical novels. Its minor characters, many of them drawn from history,
are lusty, living individuals, while the. chief protagonists, representing ihe real
theme of the book, are wooden and unconvincing.
Minor criticisms aside, however, the books of this group are materia~ of which
any section of the country might well be proud. Such books as these and others
like The Ox-Bow Incident indicate that Southwestern. literature' has. laid aside
the guns of a Wild West adolescence and advanced into a re.spectable "adult life
of its own.
THELMA CAMPBELL
~

I

a

I

Look Away, Look Away, by Leslie Turner White. New Xork: Random House,
1943· $2·50'
A.gainst This Rock, by Louis bra. New York: Creative Age Press, Inc., 1943. $2.75.
In the preface to Look Away, Look Away, Leslie Turner White, iI)forms the
reader that his work, though fiction, is based solidly on facts drawn from diaries,
maps, ,Congressional records and other materials, and that even the dialogue is
sometimes "lifted verbatim" from the paSt. This information in itself is interesting,
but as the author is offering his reader a novel rather, than an historical study, it
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is not important. Fiction must gain life through the validity of its characters and
the reality, or the illusion of reality, of the environment in which those characters
. move. If the author, the creator of his people, fails to endow them with a spark
of life, endless assurances that they' were real men and women and that they
actually did do the things related are futile. Dead men will continue to sleep
quietly; dead years will remain enshrouded.
In Look Away~ Look Away~ Mr. White does not need the authority of diaries,
old newspapers or even Congr.essional records. Dan Beals, Mississippi river pilot,
is alive. His adventures as he takes a river boat from New Orleans to Brazil and
joins the subsequent attempt at colonization up the 'Amazon are real. His crew,
including Aunt Polly, Sina, the girl with whom he grew up on the river, and
George, the faithful negro, are well drawn if by no means complex characters. His
passengers, gentlemen of the Old South and their families who, rather than accept
the verdict of the Civil War, are re,solved to emigrate to Brazil, are for the most
part the type that one suspects of being far more numerous in fiction than they
ever were in the South, even in Dan Beals' South of 1866. But whether they did
or did not exist in reality, they live and breathe it). Mr. White's novel, and among
them is Naddy Uayard. Naddy Bayard is the conventional Southern belle and
coquette, but nonetheless her flesh is desirable, and her wiles serve to complicate
\the lives and love of Dan Beals and the river girl, Sina. Out of the passions,
prejudices, and adventures of these people Mr. White creates a story that moves
smoothly to .an exciting climax. Look Away~ Look Away~ is good entertainment
and can be recommended as such.
Against This Rock~ by Louis Zara, is a fictionalized life of Charles V, Emperor
of the Holy Roman Empire. In its meticulous detail and rich color it is the~stuff
of history. Nevertheless, it remains a somewhat pretentious tapestry. Charles, himself, if the portrait and history may be trusted, was an earthy, full-blooded man,
a shrewd statesman and a capable warrior, the ablest political figure of his day.
He was a dynast and a man of his time who met his problems squarely and mas·
tered most of them. When his health broke under the burden of his responsibilities,
he had sense enough to quit his job, divide his empire and retire, that he might
die in peace. Surely that is an attractive portrait, the portait of a very great man.
But Mr. Zara's Charles is a fumbling mystic who is urged by a dream, haunted
by a holy mission to unite Europe under his leadership and that of the Church.
The wars in Germany, the struggle against the Turk, the long duel with France
are all made to appear subservient to this insubstantial dream. Charles himself
is transformed from a first-rate statesman and warrior into a fourth-rate saint. Nor
is the saint convincing as a figure either of fiction or of history. If the character
is essentially fictional, it wants the illusion of reality; if Mr. Zara is writing a
new biography of the Emperor Charles V, the book lacks documentation.
CHARLES JUDAH

What's in a Novel~ by Helen E. Haines. New York: Columbia University Press,
1942. $2·75·
Miss Haines has written a book which classifies the values existing in fiction.
She makes clear that a reader needs a sense of values and 'a background of acquaint.:
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ance with literature in order to judge a book. What's ina Novel attempts to give
both of these prerequisites for judging fiction. Quoting Ellen Glasgow, "theproyince of the novel is the erttire r~nge of human experience and the vas~ area of
mortal destiny,'" Miss Haines convinces the reader that fiction is not trivial. but
is a "life-extension agency." Each chapter adds weight to this statement. Many
aspects of the novel are c~nsidered: itS province; its values and relationships; its
record of lives, times, and places; its aim as a social, ethical/humanitarian, economic
and politicalintrument. Each chapter has a selected 'list of relevant nove!s. The
bibliographies of European and. I atin-American novels are particularly valuable.
,Every amateur reviewer, that ent~rtainer of women's clubs throughout the
country, should read this volume; he should study the chapters on scope, values,
and relationships, and the final one, on reviewing a novel. The~ with a realization
of the importance of his task he should digest the intervening chapters and read
all the books to which Miss Haines makes reference either in the text or in the
bibliographies. With this material for background he would either give up reviewing or become a professional. Whars",in a Novel is, however, recommended not
only to reviewers but to ev~ry reader of fiction who will find his understanding
and appreciation.heightened by Miss Haines' excellent 1;>ook:
1
.
~
EDITH S. BLESSING

Conrad and His C;on.tuTtporaries, by J. H. Retinger; drawings by Feliks Topolski.
New York: Roy Publishers, 1943. $2.50.
The firm of Roy Publishers was establiShed in New York by Hanpa and Marian
Kister after the destruction of their publishing house in Warsaw. Mr. and Mrs.
Kister escaped to' this country as the Germans took over Poland. It is, therefore,
not surprising to find the Roy imprint on a volume about a Polish novelist, Joseph
Conrad, by a Polish author, J. H. R~tinger, illustrated by a Polish artist, Feliks
Topolski. Mr. Retinger's intention "to describe Conrad as I knew him, "retell
his conversations' as I remember them, evoke his family folks and friends as they
appeared to me, and relate what I heard from Conrad's lips about himself and
his art" is. well carried out. It is not an important bqok, but it has interest
and
«
charm.
EDITH S. BLESSING

History of Mexican Literature: an 'Interpretation of Men and Ideas, by Carlos
Gonzalez Peiia; translated from the Spanish" by Gusta Barfield Nance and'
Florene Johnson Dunstan; il)troduction by Angel Flores. Dallas, Texas: University Press in Dallas (Southern Methodist University), 1943. $4.00.
The Historia de la literatura mexicana by Carlos GonzcUezPeiia, one of the
best presentations of the history of Mexican belles-lettres, is faithfully and capably
brought to the American reader by the translators. The translation is based upon
the second edition of Gonzalez Peiia's book, published in 1940, which tells the
complete'story of the literary history of Mexico from the days of the Spanish
conquerors to' the contemporary period. Some of the titles are as recent as 1939.
The only addition to the Spanish text is a selected list of Mexican works that
have appeared in English translation.
ALB E R T R·. Lop E S
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The scarcity of material about Federico Garda Lorca (known affectionatelyb~
admirers as Federico, called Lorca in this country through ignorance of Spanisl
customs, but properly designated by his patronymic, Garda) and the difficulty oj
access to his work either in Spanish or in translation render most welcome thil
the first detailed account of the poet's life and criticism ?f his work. It is not th€
legendary Lorca we encounter here, but the real man and artist, the chief figur€
of recent Spani~h letters. Mr. Honig possesses both the knowledge and skill to deal
with his subject and has made excellent use of available materials, not all the cir·
cumstances of Lorca's life nor all of his writing yet being available. Following the
most complete account of the poet's life so far to appear, Mr. Honig relates Lorca
to Spanish folk and literary traditions: "the medieval Arabic-Andalusian art of
amorous poetry together with the early popular ballad; the Renaissance synthesis
in Spain of the Greco-Latin poetic art, accomplished by the sophisticated 'conceptist'
poetry of Luis de G6ngora; and the broad body of Andalusian gypsy art known
as cante jondo, 'deep song.''' Thus "we must understand his art as primarily an
expression of national genius:' Lfiter chapters trace Lorca's development by stages
from the early nature lyrics and ballads to the intricate and individual poetic expression in his mature poetry and to his dramatic realization. Analyses of principal
plays are given; generous quotations are supplied from both poems and plays; and,
of special interest and value, unpublished Lorca manuscripts are summ~rized. Those
, who do not rea.d Spanish will find th'e book as useful and enjoyable as those who
do, for Mr. Honig gives excellent translations of all Spanish quotations.
Lorca has influenced poetry in every Spanish-speaking country and has been
translated into many languages. His life was short-he was born in 1899 and though
wholly nonpolitical was murdered by Franco Fascists in 1936-yet he won a very
high place among modem writers of whatever nation. Knowledge and appreciation
of him will grow; and as they do, Mr. Hoilig's" book will become increasingly indispensable. For the present it is a thorough, judicious, and readable introduction
to one of the most influential of modem writers.
Some of the material in the book firs,t appeared in this magazine. To Dr. JoaquIn
Ortega, Director of the School of Inter-American Affairs at the University of New
Mexico, Mr. Honig pays tribute as .. 'a Spanish ~sland' in himself, to whom lowe
my awakening to the Spanish literary genius:'
MARY AND C.'V. WICKER

Twentieth Century Philosophyci Living Schools of Thought, edited by Dagobert D.
Runes. 'New York: Philosophical Library, 1943. $5.00.
Two types of essay are contained in this volume. The first nine are concerned
with the "fields of philosophy," and the last thirteen with major philosophical
"types:' As a consequence of this arrangement there is naturally some overlapping
in the material discussed. Nevertheless, the picture of twentieth century philosoehy
is very fair and quite compl~te. It is to!ll:be credit of the editor that he has included
an essay on dialectical materialism and. a~other on the philosophies of China, thus
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carrying the scope of the book beyond the ordinary confines of Western European
.
thought.
The articles are on th;e whole' ably written by recognized authorities in their
fields. Seven are reprintS of articles which had appeared in other places~such, for
example, as "Transcendental Absolutism," by Santayana, and "The Philosophy of
Life/, by Whitehead. Some of the essays are simple expositions of recent trends
(e.g., Lenzen and Feigl); others ,are more critical or argumentative (e.g., Urban
and Hall). A few are by men long associated with the view which they are upholding
.
(Flewelling and Montague).
It is perhaps strange that there are no essays on' epistemology or logic, though
of course the'major problems of these fields are naturally discussed elsewhere, as
for example in the exposition of "Logical.Empiricism," by Feigl, and in the criticisms thereof by Urban, Hall, and others. In the main, however, the book accomplishes its purpose of giving a well-balanced selection of philosophical opinions.
HUBERT

ALEX.ANDER

.~

Art and Poetry~ by Jacques MaXitain; translated by Elva de :rue Matthews. New
York: The Philosophical Library, 1943. $1.75.

I

In this collection of, essays by Maritain we find writings covering a number of
years (1924-35). They appeared together in 1938 under the title Frontieres de la
Poesie~ though the'title esSay of that collection is not included in this selection/'since
,it had already appeared in Art and Scholasticism. The first essay contains brief and
extremely vivid portrayals of the work of three painters, Chagall, Rouault, and
Severini. The second is a collection of pithy, epigrammatic remarks on literary
controversy in which the names of Gide, Cocteau, a.ndMauriac appear. The last
essay, "The Freedom of Song," finds in music especially "the very mysterious nature
of the creative idea" which is th~ esS.ence of great art.. Discussing in particular the
music of Lourie, Maritain finds in it, as in Schubert, Chopin, and Moussorgsky
(though not in Bach or Beethoven) a "magic" which comes when the "spirit" or
poetry of the art 'transcends the "soul" or operative idea, f~sing this latter with
the "body" or techniCal means. Nevertheless, the "great vocal prayer" of Bach and
the "generosity" of Beethoven's "personal substance" are appreciat~d. It is in this
third essay especially that Maritain's scholasticism is most apparent.
HUBERT

ALEXANDER

Planetary D"emocracy, by Oliver L. Reiser and Blodwen Dcavies. New York: Creative
Age Press, Inc., 1944. $2.00.
.

.

Anyone familiar with Dr. Reiser's writings will find here "another characteristic
trumpeting of Scientific Humanism, this time in an effort to clarify some of the
major concepts of a world democracy. As stated in the introduction, the authors
conceive "the majn problem of e,?ucation" to be "that of clarifying our ideas of
democracy through a semantic analysis of the verbal system symbolizing the processes
and relationships 'of society."
Few could quarrel with the high ethical idealism reflected in this volume, or
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with the need for a semi-popularized literature of this type. However, the discussion
is maintained on a level of glowing generality to su'ch an extent that the difficulties
of detail in achieving a world democracy are. completely ignored. But these details
are such tremendous obstacles that it would be futile to talk only of goals without
taking all obstacles into consideration. The clarification of ends is certainly important, but the acknowledgment of the problem of means is at least salutary if
we are not to become pure dreamers.
As for the semantic method of curing world ills, it is certainly true that mis"understandings due to linguistic difficulties are of the. utmost importance. Yet here
again it would be futile to give the impression, as the present discussion tends to
do, that such difficulties are the only or even the chief obstacle to world harmony.
HUBERT

ALEXANDER

Modern Drawings, by Monroe Wheeler and John Rewald. New York: The Museum
of ~odem Art, 1944· $2:25·
Drawings are the toproots of painting and sculpture, and the artists of today
have gone deep into the substrata of international, of world, art traditions to
develop their own particular idiom. Inexpensive reproductions, art histories, and
photography have influenced our artists and made readily available to them stimulating knowledge, the heritage of the past, to a greater extent than ever before
possible.
Monroe Wheeler and John Rewald present an exciting, graphic survey of
drawing in our time. Their book, Modern Drawings, is also a catalog of a recent
Museum exhibition of modem drawings of which Mr. Wheeler was the director.
The selections shown in eighty-six plates clearly indicate revivals of and variations on themes from past cultures as well as bold "originalities" and startling "innovations," which, it will be se~n, actually go back to prehistoric sources. The originality is primarily the artists' own personal style and not altogether what is often
called pastiche. An artist who is honest with himself and faithful to his own
sensibility cannot help being original.
It is in the sense "of time and not of style," say the authors, that they use
the word modem. In their view, "purpose" of the present selection of drawings
is ... to offer a general·view of the draughtsmanship of our time, with its background in the previous century; the outlines or, at least, the salients of the common
accomplishment in this medium; and perhaps clues of styles ahead." Beginning
with the vital gesture drawing, "Gladioli," by Matisse, which serves as endleaves,
and Picasso's quick contour of ballet dancers, the frontispiece, and continuing
through examples of the work of such notables as Cezanne, Van Gogh, Seurat,
Renoir, on to Gris, Braque, Klee, Miro, Dati, and finally to Grosz, Tchelitchew,
and Cadmus, the book shows significant TNork in styles which!so greatly influence
contemporary art.
Modem sculpture and painting, nonobjective and objective. are definitely interrelated. In considering sculptors' drawings s~parately from painters', the authors
have shown up. this interlocking nature and readily admit that "there is no essential
difference."
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Together Mr. Wheeler and Mr. R.cwald have written and edited a book essential to every art library and,one which should thrill every artist and student
regardless of his school. The layman will find Modern Drawings a provoking,
challenging guide ·to what is going on in the world of art, and together with the
collector of drawings, he will find it a stimulating gauge for evaluating his collection
of drawings.
Certainly there is no easier, le~ expensive, o:fi;more fascinating way of starting
an art collection than to gather contemporary cIrawings. The Museum of Modem
Art has shown that, in time, such a collection can prove one of the most valuable. Its
publication on modem drawings is of immense value in the knowledge o~rt and in
the natural enjoyment of one of man's most personal expressions.
LLOYD L. GOFF
•

l } '

.....

Against a Darkening Sky, by Janet Lewis. Garden City, New York: DO,!.1bleday,
Doran and Co~pany, Inc., 1943. $2.50.
At Heaven's Gate, by Robert Peng. Warren. New York: Harcourt, Brace and
Company, 1943. $2.50'
Benefit Str~et, by David Cornel Dejong. New York and London: Harper and
Brothers, 1942. $2~50.
~
My Heart for Hostage,'by Robert Hillyer. New York: Random House, 1942. .$2.50.
Men from Nowhere, by Jean Malaquais. New York: L. B. Fischer, 1943. .$'t~~
Tucker's People, by Ira Wolfert. New York: L. B. Fiicher, 1943. $3.00.
Trio, by, Dorothy Baker. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1943. $2.50.
Capricornia, by Xavier Herbert; foreword by Carl Van Doten. New York and
London: D. Appleton-Cen:tury Company, 1943. $3.00.
Two Serious Ladies; by Jane Bowles. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1943. $2.50.
Some years ago Edmund Wilson expressed the opinion that in rece~t literature
poetry has gradually been superseded-one presumes in function and in successby the novel. I hope Mr. Wilson feels properly penitent now for that opinion,
and there would be no need to recall it except that it appears to be an opinion'
held by a very wide public. Actually, the novel of the last twenty years has worked
within a rather narrow ground, despite its experimentalism; in' that respect it is
less'successful than much poetry of the same period. That narrow ground is
realism, with only a lipservice, by and large, to Henry James, a realism which has .
tried to dispense with the author,- fro~ the "automatic" and stteam-of-consciousness
writing of Joyce and his followers to. the "proletarian" novel of social events. It
is a safe ground in many ways, for. if a writer may record with--exactitude the
thought and events of people in a trying age, he cannot fail to produce something
of considerable interest. On that proposition most recent fiction, apart from the
lush sentiment of the best-selling historical romance, seems to have been based.
If one names over in his mind the ten or twelve most successful fiction writers
in America of the last twenty years-people such' as Sherwood Anderson, Heming'!3-y, Faulkner, Katherine Anne Porter, Eudora Welty, Caroline Gordon, Kay
Boyle, Janet Lewis, and some others-only a few (I· would say only Faulkner and
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Janet Lewis, reserving the right to add Caroline Gordon -and. Kay Boyle, since
I'm not sufficiently familiar with their novels to judge) have be~n as successful, or
more successful, in the novel than in the short story.
This short preface will provide a background for discussion of the nine novels
selected, not too systematically, from the Fall 1942-Spring 1943 lists.
By adding her third novel, Janet Lewis demonstrates, if one :doubted it before,
her right to o~e of the most distinguished places among recent novelists. The
other two novels were The Inuasion~ an historical novel of early America of the
Northwest movement, and The Wife of Martin Guerre~ a short novel of sixteenthcentury France. Against the Darkening Sky is concerned with a lower middleclass family of the early depression years. Each novel is diff~rent in materials
and conception;- each is marvelously fin~. Miss Lewis works generally within the
scope of realism, with a story rather dry of action in the popular sense. (Perhaps
this method explains why her novels have not been really popular. However, I
have handed my copies of the latter two-I do not own ~ copy of The Invasionto various people who normally read only best sellers and similar popular books;
and I have yet to find a dissenting voice among the expressions: of admiration for
the two novels. I suspect that the ways of bookselling in America have more to
do with the popUlarity of the bqoks than does the nature of the work, at least
with Miss Lewis's writing.) The realistic details of the work aIle handled to give
it great richness of texture and body, as if one were aware of a recognized world
he had passed over. And the work is taken out of an ordinary realism, is shaped
by a warm and human point of view-a shaping analogous to that of Hardy, for
example, but a point of view almost directly opposite to his. The work has
realistic impact which one rightfully expects in fiction, but it .mo has something
lacking in much recent fiction: roundness and character.
'i\\
Robert Penn Warren is making a very strong bid to enter the small group of
oUf most distinguished novelists. I may well be mistaken, but I imagine that Mr.
Warren is attempting to vary the pattern of realism by employing some of the
methods of the Elizabethan dramatists: an ironic sub-plot, the fine characterization,
much of it self-analysis in the manner of the soliloquy, the themes of self-knowledge
and the relation between action and thought. At Heaven's Gate i,s a much stronger
novel than was "Mr. Warren's first, Night Rider. Night Rider w;as more lyrical, a
sort of Richard II. At Heaven's Gate moves along, to pursue this analogy, to the
early tragedies or late histories: the variety of character is great and sound; the
sub-plot (published as a long short story in Sewanee Review under the title "The
Statement of Ashby Wyndham") works more decisively on the total work; the
material is contemporary and enlightening. I cannot feel, in I!he end, that the
many strands cohere; the ending, unlike the rest, seems too indirect; after setting
in motion a "wonderfully complex yet intelligible work, Mr. Warren seeIns to back
off and leave it there, the theme yet rather buried. Because of this one defect,
I think, At Heaven's Gate just misses becoming a great novel.
Benefit Street~ David Cornel Dejong's fifth novel, seeIns "to me the best of the
three I have read. It accepts more than the others a rather usual pattern in
realism-one which urban life often designs. when it throws together people of
diverse interests and character. Mr. Dejong's study of a group in a rooming house
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is done with simplicity, insight, and deftness. Although minor in conception and
treatment, it is a very finished piece of work.
Even more minor in conception is Robert Hillyer's My'Heart for Hostage? the
story of a love affair ~n the days immediately after the last world war. Mr. Hilly~r's
treatmeI,lt is lyrical, with more soundness than much of his ,poetrY possesses. It is'
good that some novelists are beginning to feel that they ido not have to write
major works, that they can write minor ones as well as! have the authors of
Benefit Street and My Heart fo1' Hostage.
The remaining novels ~ust be dealt with more h,u¢edly. Jean Malaquais
has been recommended by Andre Gide and other famo~ people. Perhaps Men
from Nowhere? a story of proletarians on the Mediterrimean shore of southern
IFrance, has lost something in the transition to English; but after the fanfare 1< am
somewhat disappointed in it. There is good writing in it, and an ironical touch
which gives it more soundness than much writing of the kind often has; but that
irony seems sometimes pert and exasperating, as if the author were afraid of being
at once too sympathetic and too objective in his treatment of these people.
Tucker's People? by Ira Wolfert, author of, the topical book, The Battle of the
Solomons? is a realistic novel of gangs and the numbers racket in New York. It
is done as well as any novel of the general type that I know, and better than mosta more than promising first novel.
The only two novels of this' group which have been on the best-seller lists
are Trio, by Dorothy Baker, and Capricornia, by Xavier Herbert. Although Trio
handles homosexuality, it is ~ot surprising that it' has become a best seller; Mrs.
Baker's reputation with a better book, Young
.. . Man .with a Horn, helped, and Trio
is done with raciness and with the normal winn~ng out in the end over perversion,
so that the book could not very well offend- 'the best-seller public. I feel that
the fi:rst third is awkwardly done in a too objective style after the maDner of
Hemingway, although that style is here used as if the author didn't want the
reader to tumble for a while. Surely" the ending could have been predicted at
least by the middle of the book, a serious defect, since the novel is written, in part,
at least, as if it must depend heavily upon suspense. Trio is not a discredit to a 1
career which may well be distinguished, but it is no great credit to a person of !
Mrs. Baker's talents. Capricornia, with a setting in sparsely settled northern
Australia, has apparently capitalized on tlre recent interest in that continent. It
is a bulky, slow-moving story, depending for its effect upon the accumulation of
detail, somewhat in the fashion of a Dreiser but not with his ability. Basically the
narrative told is a very interesting and powerful one, but with the exception of one
or two scenes, it is rather poorly handled. It is a novel of incident (fair), mixed
with social comment (the best part), studies in race relationships (f~r), frontier
toughness (familiar enough), in the end still a hodgepodge and a rather shapeless
mass. About Two Serious L-adies, by Jane Bowles, I have little to say. It carries
separately. the stories of "two serious ladies," apparently chosen almost entirely
for their unusual qualities, with ,rather oblique references to perversions of one
sort or another. On the whole the novel seems unintelligible to me.
ALAN SWALLOW
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